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Established: February g, 1887

Counly Seat: Akron







COLORADO POSTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 1
WASHINGTON COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY
By William H. Bauer

Washington County lies in the northeastern portion of Colorado. It can be divided into two, stacked
rectangles. The upper portion measures thirty miles north-south and thirty-six miles east-west. The lower
portion is also thirty miles in the north-south direction but is forty-eight miles from east to west. The
boundary between the two portions also relates to the history of the formation of Washington County.

When the 1861 Territorial Legislature divided Colorado into counties, the area that is now
Washington County was shared between Weld and Arapahoe Counties. The Weld-Arapahoe County line
was the line separating the two previously described sections of modern Washington County.

Weld County was gradually reduced in size and on February 9, 1887 Washington County was
authorized but extending east to the boundary of Colorado shared with Kansas and Nebraska. With the
March 15, 1889 creation of Yuma County the eastern portion was lost. In 1901 the boundaries of Arapahoe
County were greatly altered. Denver and Adams Counties were created and the eastern portion was divided
between Yuma and Washington Counties with both of those counties assuming their present day
configuration.

To the north, Washington County is bounded by Logan County and on the east by Yuma County. The
southern boundary is shared with Kit Carson, Lincoln and Elbert Counties. The western boundary is with
Arapahoe, Adams and Morgan Counties.

From its beginnings in 1887, Akron has been the Washington County Seat.

With the exception of the far northwestern corner, which touches the South Platte River, Washington
County was not on any of the principal early transportation routes through eastern Colorado. That began to
change in the late 1880’s when the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad laid plans to build through to
Denver. Several different routes were rumored and led to the platting of a number of speculative townsites
along those routes. Most of those “towns” lasted only a few short years at most.

When built in 1887-1888, the Burlington chose a route through the northern half of Washington
County, a route that for the most part parallels US Highway 34. Five towns were established along the
railroad: Hyde, Otis, Platner, Akron and Pinneo — only Otis and Akron survive.

During the time period of the 1880’s and early 1890’s homesteading was surging on the plains of
Eastern Colorado. It was a time of more than normal rainfall that encouraged immigration and extensive
farm development. By the mid-1890’s rainfall had fallen to normal or below normal levels and a large
portion of the new homesteads and their associated towns were abandoned. In the early twentieth century
there would be a revival of agriculture as new methods of dry land farming were developed. The Dust Bowl
years would again reverse the progression.

Throughout the history of Eastern Colorado the raising of livestock has played a major part, since it is
less dependent on the annual rainfall levels. Today, with irrigation from deep wells, farming and ranching
share Washington County and are the foundation of the county’s economy.

Topographically the county comprises a large area of nearly level land. Some portions are more
rolling with intermittent streams that have cut shallow valleys.

A portion of western Washington County drains north to the South Platte River via Beaver Creek.
The remainder drains to the east-northeast as the headwaters of the Arickaree and Republican Rivers.

The Burlington Railroad was the only railroad constructed through Washington County and it still
serves the county. Two US Highways, US 34 in the north and US 36 in south traverse the county from east
to west. With exception of Woodrow, the only active towns are along those two highways. Prior to
construction of the Interstate System, those highways were major transportation arteries but Interstate 70 and
Interstate 76 now carry the bulk of the through traffic in northeastern Colorado.
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Post Office Location Map — Northern Washington County



