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THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER
By William H. Bauer

Until very recently Denver was unique in Colorado in that the boundaries of the City of Denver
coincide with the boundaries of Denver County. In the twenty-first century, the City and County of
Broomfield was authorized.

In both cases the creation of these combined entities was to eliminate the administrative and legal
entanglements that often arose when what was obviously a cohesive community was spread over several
administrative jurisdictions - towns and or counties. To whom would you complain when you had a
problem? Which taxing authority was responsible for maintaining services and infrastructure? The
solution in each case was to create a single city and county authority.

On November 1, 1861 the Colorado Territorial Legislature authorized the establishment of
seventeen counties. The area that would become the City and County of Denver was on the western edge
of Arapahoe County, which at the time stretched eastward to the Kansas state line.

Arapahoe County was gradually reduced in extent and in 1901 attained its present boundaries with
the creation of Adams County on April 15, 1901 and the City and County of Denver on March 18, 1901.

From 1858, the time of the first settlements at the junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte
River, the area that would become Denver was the location for a multitude of small communities and
residential developments. Some of these were separately incorporated and had their own elected
governments, while others relied on Arapahoe County to provide services.

The negotiations to create the City and County of Denver were lengthy and complex, but
eventually agreement was reached and these independent communities were included in the new
governmental entity. The result was a county with very irregular boundaries. The western boundary is
Jefferson County. Adams County bounds Denver on the north and northeast and Arapahoe County bounds
Denver on the southeast and south.

Since the original establishment there have been modifications to the boundaries with the
inclusion of formerly undeveloped areas. However, today the City and County of Denver is hemmed in
by a number of rapidly growing cities that likely foreclose any extensive future expansion of the City and
County of Denver.

From its beginnings Denver has been the commercial center, first for the Territory of Colorado
and then the State of Colorado. The city has grown from a local center to the primary center for the
Central Rocky Mountain Region. Today one speaks not of Denver but of the Denver Metroplex, or even
the Front Range Corridor, an increasingly continuous development reaching from Pueblo through
Colorado Springs, Denver, Fort Collins and Greeley to Cheyenne, Wyoming. This area has become a
complex of residential developments and high-tech industries.

The early communities at the junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River were the
location fed by several immigrant trails from the east and from which trails branched west to the mining
camps in the mountains.

The wagon trails were supplanted by railroads and Denver became the principal rail center of the
Rocky Mountain Region. In the twentieth century motor highways came to parallel the railroads and
supplanted many of them. With the development of the air transport industry, Denver, first with Stapleton
Airport and now Denver International Airport, has become a major center for air passenger and freight
traffic.

The history of Denver and its suburbs, has been the subject of numerous books and articles. It is
not the purpose of this text to delve deeply into that history, therefore I refer to that extensive resource for
more details on the fascinating history of one of our most prominent and attractive cities.
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POST OFFICE LOCATIONS IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER

Describing the locations of the post offices that are, or were, within the boundaries of the City and
County of Denver presents a different situation than is the case for the other Colorado Counties. There is
much more information available and for the most part it permits me to list a more definitive location.

However, the situation is complicated by the fact that many of these post offices moved one or
more times. And most that were once independent post offices were eventually converted to stations or
branches of the Denver Post Office.

Also included in this section of The Colorado Postal Encyclopedia are several stations and
branches of the Denver Post Office that are located beyond the boundaries of the City and County of
Denver. This includes offices in Arapahoe, Jefferson and Adams Counties.

One serious complication to interpreting the street locations from the nineteenth and very early
twentieth century is that the street naming and numbering scheme for Denver has been drastically
modified more than once. Thus it is necessary to locate the addresses on a period map and then identify
the corresponding location on a modern street map of Denver - not an easy task. I make no guarantees
that I have done this correctly in every case.

DENVER STREET NAMES

The naming of streets in the Denver Metropolitan Area is one of almost continuous change. Most
of the changes were minor, but over the years major changes were made in 1893, 1897 and in 1904.

The City of Denver had its own system including the skewed pattern of streets in the downtown
area. Most of the suburbs also had their own systems. The situation got so bad that finally Howard C.
Maloney, a member of the staff of the Denver Union Water Company, devised a system that drastically
improved the hodge-podge naming and numbering system, which had evolved prior to 1897.

Now, in the twenty-first century, most of the Denver Metropolitan Area, including parts of
Arapahoe, Adams, Boulder, Broomfield and Jefferson Counties use the Maloney system.

The Maloney system uses Broadway as the zero north-south axis and Ellsworth Avenue as the
zero east-west axis. Ellsworth became the dividing line between the north and south because although
Colfax Avenue was the appropriate dividing line, it would have required changing many streets already
numbered from Colfax Avenue (the traditional 15th Avenue). Thus, when the streets are numbered south
from Colfax Avenue, Ellsworth Avenue became zero.

An elaborate system of alphabetized streets was also instituted at that time with the result that a
large percentage of the area's addresses received new street numbers and names. No matter how
inconvenient at the time it might have been for the public and businesses, it was all for the common good.

Under the Maloney System, east side and south side street numbers are even and west side and
north side street numbers are odd.

FEDERAL LAND SURVEY POST OFFICE LOCATIONS

Using the US Geological Survey Map of Denver County and the Pierson Graphics Corp. Atlas -
Street Guide to Metropolitan Denver, 1 have converted the locations in the Post Office Department
Geographical Site Location Reports to current street boundaries of those descriptions. They are presented
in clockwise order - north, east, south and west sides. The interpretations follow the locations in the
Chronology of the Post Office segments. They are shown in a different typeface. These are only area
locations, usually a 160-acre tract and in a few cases a 40-acre tract. For additional information, refer to
the street locations that may also be listed preceding the Chronology section.

STREET LOCATIONS
Two sources of street locations have been used in the following discussions and listings. Prior to
1990, Jim Ozment was visiting in one of the offices at the main Denver Post Office. At that time he was
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shown a group of 4x6 file cards and told that the cards were about to be thrown out. These were indexes
to the stations and branches of the Denver Post Office. The cards were offered to Jim, if he wanted them.
Of course he did. The information on those cards then became the source for the locations of the Denver
Stations and Branches that we included in our 1990 book - Colorado Post Offices 1859 - 1989.

The second source is an unpublished document that was researched by Erwin Engert and Jim
Ozment. That document was based largely on a review of Denver City Directories from the 1880°s to the
1910’s.  The addresses from those directories are included below as “Locations” preceding the
Chronology of the Post Office section. Where it can be determined, the changes in street names have also
been given for those locations.

POSTMASTER AND POSTMARK LISTINGS FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER

Compared to several other counties the City and County of Denver does not encompass a great
number of former independent post offices. But the Denver Post Office, serving its large population and
extensive commercial activities has produced a very large number of postal markings. With that
consideration I feel that this chapter of The Colorado Postal Encyclopedia requires a somewhat different
treatment from that employed with the sixty-three other counties of Colorado.

Therefore, I have chosen to produce this chapter in two sections. The first section will be a
conventional listing of the formerly independent post offices that are now within the boundaries of the
City and County of Denver. This approach will make that first section more cohesive and I hope easier to
use. The history and postmaster listing for Denver will be included in that first section.

The second section will be the postal markings used by the Denver Post Office and its stations and
branches. Because this text and its listings are being prepared well in advance of publication it is certain
that there will be a number of new postal markings originating from Denver and its affiliates. By
separating the Denver postmark listings from the remainder of the section, I should be able to easily add
the new postal markings before publication of this chapter.

With the exception of Colorado Springs it has been my approach to list the postmarks in
chronological order. However, that approach does not make sense for the extensive listing of postal
markings from Denver. Therefore the Denver postmarks have been subdivided into several rough
classifications. That should make reference to the listings a simpler task. There is a brief introduction to
each of those groupings.

It should be emphasized that because of its size and the volume of mail handled by the Denver
Post Office, at any given time multiple postmarking devices were in use. That is particularly evident with
the introduction of machine postmarking devices. Unfortunately machine postmarks have not been
extensively collected. Number and or letters identified the multiple machines canceling dies. I have had
access to and recorded, a large number of these, but it is very evident that there are many that have not
come to my attention. That should not be considered an indication of rarity.

Since the canceling portion of the machine postmarks are virtually identical, regardless of the
particular die identifier, I have chosen to illustrate the individual postmark dies but not show the repetitive
cancel portions. That decision applies to both the normal postmarks and the slogan postmarks.

In the case of slogan postmarks that were used on an annual basis, it is quite possible that the
slogan portions will show minor variations from year to year. I leave that research to the specialists.
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ALCOTT

Alcott was a platted town established in the 1890’s. It was northwest of Denver proper and just
north of the Elitch Gardens Amusement Park, which opened in 1904.

My reading of Colorado history has not produced information as to the date the Alcott plat was
filed or who was responsible for doing so.

In 1896 the Berkeley Post Office was moved to Alcott. In 1902 the community of Alcott was
incorporated into the City of Denver. In 1904 the Alcott Post Office was converted to a station of the
Denver Post Office.

The specified locations of the Alcott Post Office, in the vicinity of Tennyson Street, are all within
the active modern business district of the Alcott neighborhood.

Locations 1899 - Prospect Avenue, northeast corner of 22nd
Now West 38th, northeast corner of Utica
1900 - Prospect Avenue between Tennyson and 22nd
1935 - 3977 Tennyson

Alcott community — Street scene looking west from the corner of West 44th Avenue

and Stuart Street.
Photograph by William H. Bauer September 8, 2002

Chronology of the Post Office

Dec 13 1882 Established
May 18 1896 Hardy, Mary W.
Jun 26 1896 --- SW/4 Sec 19 T3S R68W
West 44th Avenue, Tennyson Street, West 38th Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard
Jul 18 1899 Campbell, Charles W.

May 23 1904 Ordered converted to a station of Denver
Jun 30 1904 Converted to station of Denver
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ALCOTT - Continued
Confirmed types of postal markings

1 ALCOTT / COLO. Feb 81897
CI 10P 26.0 Hstp Not present

2 ALCOTT / COLO. Oct 21901
CI 10P 28.5 Dplx Grid, 9-bar oval

[NOT AVAILABLE FOR ILLUSTRATION]

ARGO

In 1878 the Argo Smelter was moved from Black Hawk to a location some two miles north of the
Capital. The location was on the Colorado Central Division of the Union Pacific Railway. Smelting
operations at the new location began on January 1, 1879.

The Boston & Colorado Smelting Works was founded in 1878 by ex-senator Nathaniel P. Hill.
The Argo Smelter was the company’s principal operation.

In 1889 a fire destroyed the facility. It was partially rebuilt but it produced only matte which was
shipped to Omabha for the final steps in refining. Copper ore was an important constituent in the smelting
process and difficulty in obtaining copper ores from local sources led to the closure of the smelter in
1910.

The community of Argo developed around the smelter in order to provide housing for the workers.
The name refers to the ship from Jason and the Golden Fleece.

Argo was incorporated on January 12, 1880 and its boundaries were Broadway, West 44th
Avenue, Pecos Street and West 49th Avenue. On December 1, 1902 Argo was annexed to Denver.

The location of Argo now lies within the popularly labeled Mousetrap, the complex intersection of
Interstates 25 and 70. What is not occupied by the interstates is commercial development including the
Village Inn Restaurant and a large Best Western Motel.

Locations 1898 - Division Street northeast corner, Union Pacific tracks
1903-1906 - Mary Avenue, southeast corner with Elk Place now Cherokee, southeast
corner with West Elk Place
1910 - Huron Avenue between West 47th and West 48th

Chronology of the Post Office

Apr 11 1881 Established

Apr 11 1881 Hale, Jesse D.

Mar 30 1885 --- N/2 NW/4 Sec 22 T3S R68W 200 yards east from the Argo Station of the Colorado Central
West 48th Avenue, Broadway, West 46th Avenue, Colorado & Southern Railroad

Mar 31 1890 Discontinued Papers to Denver

Jun 11 1890 Re-established

Jun 11 1890 Weatherbee, Jabez

Jan 17 1894 Findlay, Alexander

Dec 21 1903 Ordered closed
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Jan 15 1904 Discontinued Mail to Denver
May 18 1904 Re-established
May 18 1904 Findlay, Alexander
Sep 15 1911 Discontinued Mail to Denver
J
3
v
o .
e \

: S :
ARGO / COLORADO September 21, 1891
Confirmed types of postal markings

1 ARGO, / COLORADO. Sep 21 1881
CI 20P 32.0/29.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring

2 ARGO, / COLORADO. Dec 9 1882
CI 10P 26.5 Hstp Negative X in circle

3 ARGO / COLO. Apr 31889 Aug 10 1890
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Cork; smudge; circular grid

4 ARGO, / COLORADO. Jul 251890 Jan 16 1894
CI20P 31.0/29.0 Hstp Grid, 9 bar circular

colors - violet

5 ARGO./ COLORADO. Feb 21 1894 Mar 19 1894

CI 11P 29.0/20.0 Hstp Grid, 9-bar circular
colors - violet

6 ARGO/COLO May 27 1896 Oct 18 1896
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring 16mm

7 ARGO / COLO. Sep 14 1897 Aug 3 1899
CI10P27.0 Hstp Cork; negative X-roads

8 ARGO, / COLO. Dec 11 1904 Dec 23 1908
CI 10P 29.0 Doane Type 2 with 1 S-23x14mm

9 ARGO, / COLO. Feb 10 1910 Jul 31911
CI10P 32.0 4-bars S-??x14mm

10 ARGO, COLO. / M.O.B.
CI 11P 30.0/19.0

Jan 18 1911
Hstp No Kkiller
colors - magenta
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ARGO - Continued

ATHENS

I have found only a couple of brief mentions of Athens in my reading of Colorado history.

Athens was a short-lived town just to the southwest of University Park. A plat was filed for Athens but
apparently the area did not develop until much later, at which time it had been incorporated into the City
and County of Denver.

The Athens community is now a mixed district of residences and small businesses. The
commercial district is centered on South Pearl Street and includes a number of small restaurants and
specialty stores. The location at 1540 South Pearl Street is occupied by one such small business. This is
an older building that has been remodeled.

Locations 1896 - 1540 South Pearl Street

Chronology of the Post Office
Jun 14 1892 --- SE/4 Sec 22 T4S R68W 1-1/4 mile east of the South Platte river, 2-1/4 mile south of
Cherry (?) Creek

Proposed postmaster - Webster Daniels
From street map, it appears to be on south side of Florida Ave. between Washington and
S. Pearl Street
East Florida Avenue, Clarkson Street, East Jewell Avenue, South Broadway

Jul 20 1892 Established

Jul 20 1892 Daniels, Webster

Nov 30 1894 Snider, Mrs. Fransemith

May 13 1896 Discontinued Mail to Denver Letter carrier service



10 THE COLORADO POSTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA
DENVER COUNTY

ATHENS — Continued

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 ATHENS / COLO. Oct 71892 Jan 4 1894
CI10P 27.5 Hstp Not present

1892-1896 location of the Athens, Colorado Post Office at 1540 South Pearl Street
Photograph by William H. Bauer August 14,2003

AURARIA

In the fall of 1858 prospectors began arriving in the area along Cherry Creek and the South Platte
River. Several years prior, gold seekers on their way to California had found traces of gold in the area
and were now returning in the hope that there was more to be found.

Several camps were scattered along the streams but by October the gold seekers were beginning to
concentrate around the junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River. Led by William Green
Russell and his brothers a meeting was held on October 30, 1858 that led to formation of the Auraria
Town Company on November 1, 1858.

The new town was named for Auraria, Georgia, home town of the Russells. It is from the Latin
word aurum meaning “gold” or “gold mine.”
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AURARIA - Continued

From almost the beginning Auraria was in competition with a settlement on the east side of Cherry
Creek. First called St. Charles that settlement became Denver City and finally the Denver that would
dominate the commerce of the region.

Reality began to set in and on April 5, 1860 a meeting was held on the bridge over Cherry Creek
that connected Auraria and Denver City. The consolidation of the two communities was ratified and on
April 8, 1860 the legislature of Jefferson Territory confirmed the union.

Auraria remains a community name within Denver and encompasses approximately the area
bounded by West Colfax Avenue, Cherry Creek and the South Platte River. Today, in addition to some
residences and small businesses, it is home to the Auraria Higher Education Center that includes branches
of the University of Denver and Colorado University.

There are some older buildings in the 9th Avenue Park. These are about all that remains of
residential Auraria. The earliest community was in the area now occupied by the Auraria campus of the
universities.

Chronology of the Post Office
No document filed under the Denver or Arapahoe County Geographic
Site Location Reports
Cherry Creek, West Colfax Avenue, South Platte River

Jan 18 1859 Established
Jan 18 1859 Allen, Henry
Feb 11 1860 Name and place changed to Denver City

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 Auraria KT Jun 15 1859 Jul 11 1859
MS Mscp Pen cancel

2 AURARIA KT Aug 2 1859 Aug 26 1859
SL 00R 24.0x7.0 Hstp No killer

gz, wE
S/ }’,)7 /r fyo/—7 s
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BARNUM

Daniel Witter, an early settler, owned property southwest of Denver. He sold the land to the Villa
Park Association. In 1880 P. T. Barnum, the famous circus owner, visited Denver. He thought that the
area would make good winter quarters for his circus and he acquired the land.

Barnum never used the land for winter quarters but decided to subdivide it into building lots.
Barnum transferred the property to his daughter, Mrs. Helen Buchtel. She was married to a prominent
Denver physician and they constructed St. Francis Sanitarium on the land. The town site was platted and
was incorporated on August 27, 1887. The streets were named by Barnum after his associates, relatives
and people and places he admired.

Transportation and adequate water were problems for the town and slowed its development.

On September 3, 1896 Barnum became part of Denver but the residents are still proud to call their
community by its original name of Barnum.
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BARNUM - Continued
The Barnum community is bounded by Federal Boulevard, West Alameda Avenue, Lowell

Boulevard and West 8th Avenue.
The Barnum neighborhood is largely residential in nature. On the north side of West 1st Avenue,

between 3219 and 3225 West 1st, there is (2003) a recently renovated two-story brick building that may
have been a location of the Barnum Post Office.

Locations 1896 - Emerson Avenue between Blankman & Goodwin
Now West 1st Avenue, between Hooker Street and Irving Street

T A . HAYWARD,
5 Jacobson Building,
DENVER, COLO.

BARNUM / COLO. March 1, 1898

Chronology of the Post Office
Dec 29 1891 --- SE/4 NW/4 Sec 8 T4S R68W
West 3rd Avenue, Federal Boulevard, West 1st Avenue, Irving Street

Proposed postmaster - William A. Nichols

Feb 51892 Established

Feb 5 1892 Nichols, William A.

Dec 2 1896 Nichols, Mary

Mar 3 1900 Dague, Rudolph D.

Apr 20 1901 Ordered closed

Jun 30 1901 Discontinued Mail to Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 BARNUM / COLO. Mar 11898 Mar 8 1899
CI10P 27.5 Hstp Cork, circular
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BARNUM - Continued
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This building at 3219-3225 West 1st Avenue (between Hooker and Irving Streets)
is believed to have been the location of the Barnum Post Office.
Photograph by William H. Bauer August 15, 2003

BERKELEY
John Brisben Walker and Doctor William Bell, a British investor, operated “Berkeley Farm” to the

northwest of Denver. Alfalfa was their principal crop. The farm may have been named for Walker’s
former home of Berkeley Springs, Virginia.

There were three Communities interconnected in this area: Mountainview, North Denver and
Berkeley. And, there seems to have been two with the name Berkeley”

The first Berkeley was in approximately the same location as Mountainview. A plat was filed by
Ellis and John McDonough on December 26, 1888. That plat was eventually vacated and a new Berkeley
plat was filed in 1894 by A. C. Fisk. The latter plat was for an area just north of Inspiration Point.
Berkeley was incorporated April 13, 1898

On June 25, 1892 the Berkeley Area was originally incorporated as North Denver.

The 1894 Berkeley included an area north of West 38th Avenue and west of Tennyson Street,
north to West 46th Avenue, east to Zuni Street, north to West 50th Avenue west to Sheridan Boulevard
and back south to West 38th Avenue. The area was annexed to Denver on December 1, 1902 when the

City and County of Denver were created.
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BERKELEY - Continued

The area defined by the Post Office Department Geographic Site Location Report is now largely
occupied by the Willis Case Municipal Golf Course, Interstate 70 and Berkeley Park. To the south of
West 46th Avenue the area is residential. On the southwest corner of Yates and west 45th Avenue is a
two-story brick building that was once a store and perhaps the Berkley Post Office.

Berkeley Lake and Berkeley Park perpetuate the name of Berkeley.

The Berkley Post Office was authorized in 1890, but in 1896 it was moved to Alcott.

The 1893 location of the Berkley Post Office is on the northeast corner of West 38th Avenue and
Utica Streets. In 2003 this was the location of Merkels automotive.

Locations 1891 - East side of Maple Avenue between Avenues D and E
Now East side of Yates between West 44th and West 45th
1893 - Prospect Avenue, northeast corner of Water Street
Now West 38th Avenue, northeast corner off Utica
1895 - 1896 - Prospect Street, northeast corner of 22nd Street
Now West 38th Avenue, northeast corner of Utica

Chronology of the Post Office
Sep 11890 --- NW/4 Sec 19 T3S R68W
Interstate 70, Tennyson Street, West 44th Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard
Berkeley motor streetcar line passed door of proposed office
Proposed postmaster - Joseph P. Hensley

Oct 24 1890 Established

Oct 24 1890 Hensley, Joseph P.
Sep 28 1891 Smith, Jessie M.
Jun 6 1895 Hardy, Mary W.

May 18 1896 Moved to Alcott

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 BERKELEY / COLO. Mar 28 1895 Jun 16 1896
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Not present The year date is not clear

CHERRY CREEK

There was not a Cherry Creek Post Office in the immediate area of Denver. However, there are
letters known that bear dates and return addresses of Cherry Creek. These letters were written before
there was any authorized post office in the region and were hand carried to post offices outside the new
mining area.

There was a Cherry Creek Post Office in Arapahoe County (July 28, 1869 to circa 1886).

Chronology of the Post Office

Not an official post office
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CHERRY CREEK - Continued
Confirmed types of postal markings

1 Cherry Creek Nov 1858
Ms None No postal markings, letter to Omaha, NT,
probably November 1858. [Not Illustrated]
2 Cherry Creek K. T. Feb 26 1859
Ms Mscp To Cherry Fork, Adams County, Council

Bluffs / Iowa cds Apr 5 1859.

CORAVILLE

Coraville still remains a bit of a mystery. Prior to 1887 there was not a place in Colorado that
answered to that name. From August 1887 to April 1888 there was supposedly a Coraville Post Office in
Boulder County. However, that office had no relationship to the Coraville of 1859.

On March 22, 1859 a Coraville Post Office was authorized and Mathais Snyder, Jr., formerly of
Virginia, was appointed postmaster. All the evidence points to Coraville being in the offices of the
Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Company in Denver City.

Covers from Coraville are known with three dates, June 8, June 17 and June 22, 1859. Those
dates would fit with the early eastbound trips of the Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express. This company
became Jones and Russells Pike Peak Express Company, and finally the Central Overland, California, and
Pikes Peak Express Company.

The Coraville Post Office existed for only three months before it closed, yielding responsibility for
the United States mail to the Auraria Post Office.

If the records are correct, the first office of the Express Company was in a building on Larimer
Street, between Cherry Creek and E Street (now 14th Street.

Chronology of the Post Office
No document filed under the Denver or Arapahoe County Geographic
Site Location Reports
Larimer Street, between 14th Street and Cherry Creek
Mar 22 1859 Established Probably located at the C.0.C.& P. P. Express Company office

Mar 22 1859 Snyder, Mathais Jr.
Jun 25 1859 Closed
Jun 25 1859 Discontinued

Confirmed types of postal markings

l.a Coraville KT Jun 8 1859

MS Hstp LEAVENWORTH / K.T. cds Jul 2 1859 and Leavenworth City &

Pikes Peak Express Co. undated handstamp

1.b Coraville KT Jun 8 1859

MS Hstp Stampless, manuscript ""Paid 3 cts"
2 CORAVILL K.T. Jun 17 1859

SL 00R 25.0x7.0 Hstp Stampless, handstamp ""Paid 3" to Washington,

Washington County Pennsylvania

3 CORAVILLE.K.T. Jun 22 1859

SL 00R 27.0x7.0 Hstp Not recorded
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CORAVILLE - Continued
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DENVER

On September 24, 1858 six men from the Lawrence party that had settled at Montana City moved
down Cherry Creek and established the St. Charles Association on the east side of the creek. With winter
approaching the men decided to return east, planning to promote their new town and to return in the
spring.

General William Larimer, heading the Leavenworth-LeCompton party saw the potential of the site
on the east bank of Cherry Creek and, in the absence of the St. Charles group, his party moved on to the
St. Charles site. On November 22, 1858 Denver City was on the map.

Denver was named for James W. Denver, Territorial Governor of Kansas who had resigned, his
post five weeks prior to the formation of the Denver Town Company.

On April 5, 1860 a meeting was held on the bridge over Cherry Creek that connected Auraria and
Denver City. The consolidation of the two communities was ratified and on April 8, 1860 the legislature
of Jefferson Territory agreed to the union.

Denver City became the county seat of Arapahoe County, within the Territory of Jefferson.

Denver City grew rapidly and on February 13, 1866 the post office dropped the City and became
simply Denver.

In 1867 the Territorial Capitol was moved from Golden to Denver. Denver soon became a center
of commerce as wagon roads and stage lines from the east converged on the city before spreading out into
the mountains to the west. In 1869 a railroad connection was established from Denver to Cheyenne.

Soon thereafter the Denver Pacific Railroad entered from the east. General William Palmer founded the
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, which began building south towards New Mexico. With the arrival of
the Santa Fe, The Union Pacific, and the Burlington Railroads Denver became a major rail center. There
were several other railroads that originated from Denver, but either failed to last or were incorporated into
one of the major rail systems.

Initially the economy of Denver was tied to mining, but as time passed agriculture, manufacturing,
petroleum and general commerce all came to play major roles in the development of Denver.

Denver would style itself “The Queen City of the Plains,” a title that still appears in promotional
literature.

A major milestone in the history of Denver occurred in 1902. The expanding metropolitan Denver
was a patchwork quilt of small, independent communities. To improve services and eliminate
jurisdictional conflicts the Colorado Legislature authorized the creation of The City and County of
Denver. Argo, Berkeley, Elyria, Globeville, Montclair and Val Verde joined with Denver to create a
consolidated area of fifty-nine and one quarter square miles. Several other unincorporated communities
were also included in the new city.
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DENVER - Continued

Today Denver is still a growing city that attracts new residents from throughout the United States.
The history of Denver has been the subject of many books. If you wish greater details about the history of
Denver, the bibliography at the end of this unit will point you to some of these references.

For many years the Denver Post Office was located in the massive Federal Style building in the
block bounded by 18th Street, Champa Street, 19th Street and Stout Street. The need for more space
resulted in the Denver Post Office moving to a large complex in northeast Denver. A station at 951 20th
Street replaced the Main Post Office and now serves the central business district of Denver. Mail
processing and distribution is done at the new General Mail Facility on 7500 East 53rd Place. The old
post office building has been converted to house Federal Courts.

Locations Early - northeast corner of Blake and 16"

1882 - 16th and Curtis

1888 - 15th Street, northwest corner Lawrence

1890 - Champa between 17th and 18th [Gettysburg Building]

1896-1917 - Corner of 16th Streets
Latitude = 39:44:21 North Longitude = 104:59:03 West

Chronology of the Post Office

Feb 13 1866 Formerly named Denver City

Mar 18 1864 Byers, William N.

Mar 6 1866 Sagendorf, Andrew

Mar 26 1869 Bennett, Hiram P.

Mar 14 1873 Bennett, Hiram P.

May 27 1874 Chever, David A.

Jan 17 1876 Sumner, Edward A. P&S [Apptd by President & confirmed by Senate]

Feb 22 1879 Byers, William N. P&S

Apr 23 1881 --- NW/4 NW/4 SW/4 Sec 34 T3S R68W (After July 1, 1881)
Corner of 16th Street and Curtis Street

Mar 2 1883 Morris, Robert P&S

Jul 7 1885 Speer, Robert W.

May 23 1886 Speer, Robert W. P&S

Jun 18 1889 Corcoran, John P

Dec 19 1889 Corcoran, John P&S

Dec 19 1893 Jordan, James H. P&S

Jan 14 1898 Tabor,Horace A.W. P&S

May 26 1899 Twombly, John C. P

Jan 23 1900 Twombly, John C. P&S

Feb 31904 Sour, Paul J. P&S

Jan 1908 Sour, Paul J. P&S

Jan 16 1912 Harrison, Joseph H. P&S

Feb 27 1915 Stapleton, Benjamin F. P&S

Aug 11919 Stapleton, Benjamin F. P&S

Dec 11921 Frawley, Frank T. Acting

Mar 9 1922 Dodge, Frank L. Acting

Mar 18 1922 Dodge, Frank L. P&S

Jan 151923 --- NW/4 Sec 34 T3S R68W
Block bounded by 19th Street Stout Street, 18th Street, Champa Street

Mar 22 1926 Dodge, Frank L. P&S

Mar 18 1930 Dodge, Frank L. P&S

Apr 18 1934 Stevic, James O. Nominated

Apr 251934 Stevic, James O. Confirmed
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DENVER - Continued
May 11 1934 Stevic, James O. Commissioned
Jun 71938 Stevic, James O. Nominated
Jun 10 1938 Stevic, James O. Confirmed
Jun 23 1938 Stevic, James O. Appointed Presidential
Jul 16 1938 Stevic, James O. Commissioned
Oct 28 1941 --- NW/4 Sec 34 T3S R68W 18th and Stout Streets
Block bounded by 19th Street Stout Street, 18th Street, Champa Street
Jul 23 1942 Stevic, James O. Nominated
Sep 21 1942 Stevic, James O. Confirmed
Sep 22 1942 Stevic, James O. Appointed Presidential
Oct 15 1942 Stevic, James O. Commissioned
May 31 1949 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Acting
Jun 11949 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Assumed charge
Aug 29 1950 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Nominated
Sep 11 1950 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Confirmed
Sep 16 1950 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Appointed Presidential
Sep 16 1950 Pomponio, Frank Anthony Commissioned
Nov 2 1956 Hefner, Theodore G. Assumed charge
Nov 14 1956 Hefner, Theodore G. Acting
Feb 7 1957 Hefner, Theodore G. Nominated
May 16 1957 Hefner, Theodore G. Confirmed
May 16 1957 Hefner, Theodore G. Appointed Presidential
May 16 1957 Hefner, Theodore G. Commissioned
Jan 51962 Cavender, George A. Assumed charge
Jan 11 1962 Cavender, George A. Acting
Sep 11 1963 Cavender, George A. Confirmed
Oct 21963 Cavender, George A. Commissioned
Jun 29 1974 Ordway, David L. Appointed
Nov 20 1976 Lyles, Richard L. Appointed
Mar 2 1978 Mulligan, John Appointed (?)
Aug 26 1978 Packer, Gary Appointed

Confirmed types of postal markings
PLEASE REFER TO PART 2 OF THIS CHAPTER FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE LISTINGS AND
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE POSTAL MARKINGS FROM DENVER

DENVER CITY

In the early fall of 1858, on the west side of Cherry Creek, at its junction with the South Platte
River, was the settlement called Auraria

On September 24, 1858 six men from the Lawrence party, that had settled at Montana City, moved
down Cherry Creek and established the St. Charles Association on the east side. Included were John A.
Churchill, Frank M. Cobb, Adnah French, William Hartley, Charles Nichols and William T. Smith. T. C.
Dickson joined them and they also added “Uncle John” Smith and William McGaa.

Unfortunately the St. Charles Association, with winter approaching decided to return east,
planning to promote their new town and to come back in the spring. General William Larimer, heading
the Leavenworth-LeCompton party, was in Auraria. Larimer saw the potential of the site on the east bank
of Cherry Creek and, in the absence of the St. Charles group, Larimer and his party moved on to the St.
Charles site. On November 22, 1858 Denver City was on the map.

When the St. Charles party returned in the spring they found their townsite occupied. The matter
was resolved by absorbing the St. Charles folks into the Denver Town Company and giving each one of
them a share in the combined company.
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DENVER CITY

The new settlements were on the edge of survival as the promised gold had not been found in
Cherry Creek or the South Platte. In the spring of 1859 major discoveries were made in the mountains at
what would become Idaho Springs and Mountain City. With that impetus Auraria and Denver City
commenced to grow.

For about a year Auraria was the dominant community, but Denver City soon became the
preferred rest and supply point for the incoming gold seekers.

Reality began to set in and on April 5, 1860 a meeting was held on the bridge over Cherry Creek
that connected Auraria and Denver City. The consolidation of the two communities was ratified and on
April 8, 1860 the legislature of Jefferson Territory confirmed the union.

The Territorial Legislature of Jefferson Territory named Denver City the county seat of Arapahoe
County, an unwieldy jurisdiction that at first stretched six hundred miles east from the Continental Divide,
most of it uninhabited.

DENVER CITY / C.T. June 5, 1862

With the election of John C. Moore as Mayor, a city government was organized on December 19,
1859. On November 7, 1861 Denver City was re-incorporated under the laws of the first Territorial
Legislature of Colorado.

Denver City grew rapidly and on February 13, 1866 the post office dropped the City and became
simply Denver. Apparently the citizens felt their community had grown sufficiently that they no longer
needed to tout themselves as a city.

During the time period of Denver City the post office was on Blake Street in the block southwest
of 16th Avenue.

Chronology of the Post Office

Feb 11 1860 Formerly named Auraria
Feb 11 1860 McLure, William P.
Mar 7 1861 Curtis, Samuel S.
Mar 18 1864 Byers, William N.

Feb 13 1866 Name changed to Denver
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Confirmed types of postal markings
1 Denver K. T.

MS
2 DENVER CITY /K.T.
IR O0R 29.0x25.0
3.A DENVER CITY /K.T.
IR OOR 25.0x23.5
3.B DENVER CITY / K.T.
IR OOR 25.0x23.5
3.C DENVER CITY / K.T.
IR OOR 25.0x24.0
4 DENVER CITY / KAS

CI 11P 26.0/14.0

5 DENVER CITY / C.T.
CI10P 26.0

6 DENVER CITY / C.T.
CI 11P 26.0/12.0

7 DENVER CITY / COL.

CI 11P 26.0/13.0

THE COLORADO POSTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA
DENVER COUNTY

Aug 16 1860
Mscp Pen cancel
Aug 16 1860 Aug 30 1860
Hstp Sans Serif letters, Stampless, handstamped "PAID";
Grid; cork; Origin CDS
Sep c6 1860 Sep 20 1860
Hstp 3.0mm letters, To Mr Charles S. Clark, Denver K.T. in care of
Hinckley Express Co.; Origin cds VICTORIA, 11l Aug 21
Oct 29 1860 Dec 17 1860
Hstp 3.5mm letters; Cork; Grid, 5 bars
Jan 71861 Feb 25 1861
Hstp DENVER CITY - 3.0mm, K.T. - 3.5mm letters;
Cork; grid, 5 bars; Pen Cancel
Mar 18 1861 Jul 2 1861
Hstp Cork; grid, 5 bars; No Kkiller, stampless,
"PAID" in rounded rectangle
Feb 23 186- Dec 21 1861
Hstp No killer, CDS used as killer
colors - blue
Feb 25 1862 Dec 21 1864
Hstp No Kkiller, CDS used as killer; Grid, 7-bar circular
Oct ¢3 1863 Dec 31 1865
Hstp Target, 4-ring 19mm
colors - blue

8 DENVER CITY / COL. Jan 3 1865 Sep 22 1865
CI 10P 24.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring 19mm; Cork; 8-piece pie; negative X-roads
colors - blue
9 DENVER CITY, COL./ ADVERTISED Jan 51865 Dec 9 1867

CI11P 30.0/16.0
F-1 DENVER CITY / COL.
CI10P 22.2

F-2 DENVER CITY / COLO.
CI10P 26.0

ER s

w e g
w

1861 -

KT 3.C

Hstp No Kkiller

Sep 20 186-
Hstp Target, 4 ring 19mm; on a Holladay Express envelope;
[THIS IS A FORGERY] [NOT ILLUSTRATED]

May 16 1876
Hstp The stamp is not original, the cds has been retouched
and was probably EMPIRE CITY, The date has been
overwritten as '"1856".
[THIS IS A FORGERY] [NOT ILLUSTRATED]

\ER (A JER 4 QSR C
2, o ’
§ AUG S SEP. % o NOV "2
6
1860 1860 460
KT 2 KT 3A kr 3.B
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DENVER CITY - Continued

DENVER MILLS

In 1892 the name of the Sheffield Post Office was changed to Denver Mills. The 1891 Post Office
Department Geographical Site Location Report for Sheffield was altered to show the name change to
Denver Mills, thus it is clear that they were in the same place.

I have recorded only two mentions of Denver Mills from the Colorado history that I have read.
One reference places Denver Mills at Milepost 5.10 of the Denver South Park and Pacific Railroad.

The second reference acknowledged that Denver Mills began as the Sheffield Post Office in 1891
and that in 1892 the name was changed to Denver Mills. It then goes on to state that the town of Sheffield
was located “east of Elyria.” Another reference to Sheffield claims that it was platted on September 26,
1926.

This 1926 Sheffield must be a different development than the original as Elyria is several miles
north of the location of Denver Mills / Sheffield.

The area that was once known as Denver Mills (formerly Sheffield), located south of West
Mississippi Avenue and to the east of Lipan Street now consists of warehouses and small businesses.
There is some residential housing in the western portion of the area described by the Post Office
Department Geographical Site Location Report.

Locations 1896 - West side of Manchester Avenue between Gray and Mecia
Now West side of Kalamth between West Louisiana and West Arizona
1901 - East side of Epperson between West Louisiana and West Arkansas
Epperson is now Jason
1903-1904 - On Manchester [Kalamath]
1906 - Epperson between Mecia and Gray

Chronology of the Post Office
Jan 71891 --- NE/4 Sec 21 T4S R68W On east side of South Park Railway, 100 feet from track,
Manchester Station
West Mississippi Avenue, Jason Street, West Florida Avenue, Quivas Street
Proposed postmaster - Mrs. Laura B. Thompson

Jan 20 1892 Formerly named Sheffield
Jan 20 1892 DeCaro, Francis

Apr 41896 Buell, Seth P.

Jul 26 1900 McEnery, Francis T.

Nov 26 1900 McCracken, Ramy B.
Feb 13 1908 Connealy, Paul W.

Feb 28 1908 Ordered closed

Jul 29 1908 Discontinued Mail to Denver
Apr 17 1908 Re-established

Apr 17 1908 McCracken, Ramy B.
Mar 22 1910 --- NE/4 Sec 21 T4S R68W 40 rods east of the Colorado & Southern, or South Park

West Mississippi Avenue, Jason Street, West Florida Avenue, Quovas Street
Sep 30 1918 Discontinued Mail to Denver
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DENVER MILLS — Continued

DENVER MILLS / COLO. December 9, 1898

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 DENVER MILLS / COLO. Oct 10 1898 Feb 12 1901
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring 17mm; Neg X-roads

2 DENVER MILLS, / COLO. Apr 11 1909 Apr 30 1911
CI10P 31.0 4bars S-23x14mm

ELYRIA

In 1895 the name of the Lyman Post Office was changed to Elyria. Elyria had been one of the
proposed names when the post office application was submitted in 1885.

The location was originally named Sand Creek Junction and is shown as such on maps of the
period.

Elyria was located near both the Burlington and the Union Pacific Railroads, between 48th and
52nd Avenues, from Steele Street to Colorado Boulevard. The area developed into a mixed residential
and commercial community with some manufacturing.

Elyria was incorporated August 2, 1890 and on December 1, 1902 Elyria was one of the
communities that were merged into the City and County of Denver.
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Similar to Globeville, the original area known as Elyria is bisected by Interstate 70. North of
Interstate 70 there is a commercial district along Brighton Boulevard and East 47th Avenue. The
remainder of that area is residential housing. South of the interstate rail yards dominate.

The southwest corner of the intersection of Baldwin Court and East 47th Avenue is one of the
possible locations for the Elyria Post Office. In 2003 there was a single-story business building, painted
green, on that corner.

Locations 1898 - 47  Nelson [now Williams]
1903 - 32 Fisk Avenue [now 47th Avenue]

Chronology of the Post Office

Feb 15 1895 Formerly named Lyman

Feb 15 1895 Schroers. Louis

Mar 28 1895 --- NE/4 Sec 23 T3S R68W About 3 blocks from the U.P. and six blocks from the Burlington
East 48th Avenue, York Street, East 44th Avenue, Brighton Boulevard

Jan 27 1899 Lyman, James C.

Mar 6 1901 Coulter, Samuel H.

Dec 21 1903 Ordered closed

Jan 15 1904 Discontinued Mail to Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 ELYRIA / COLO. Dec 15 1895 Dec 8 1897
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; smudge

GLOBEVILLE

In 1889 the Globe Smelting Company purchased land that it platted as a town to house workers at
the smelter. Globeville was incorporated July 9, 1891 and on December 1, 1902 became part of the City
and County of Denver.

In addition to the smelter workers, Globeville was home to a group of Evangelical German
families from Kansas.

The community is now a mixed industrial and residential district.

Globeville was bounded by 43rd Avenue north to 52nd Avenue and from the South Platte River
east to Broadway.

The area that was once Globeville is now bisected by Interstate 70. North of the interstate it is a
working class residential neighborhood. South of the interstate it is largely commercial.

A possible location of the Globeville Post Office is on the southwest corner of the intersection of
East 45th Avenue and Logan Street. There is a low complex of brick buildings on that corner.

Locations 1896 - North Logan Avenue, southwest corner of 2nd
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Chronology of the Post Office

THE COLORADO POSTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

DENVER COUNTY

Feb 14 1890 --- NE/4 Sec 15 T3S R68W
East 58th Avenue, Washington Street, East 54th Avenue, Broadway
[This location was close to the county line and may have been in present
day Adams County.]
Mar 41890 Established
Mar 4 1890 Stoltenburg, Henry
May 15 1891 Ryan, James C.
Aug 11 1893 Downey, Michael B
Oct 30 1894 Corkery, Daniel L.
Dec 4 1894 Skinner, Daniel M.
Oct 71897 Webber, John H.
Jun 22 1898 --- NE/4 Sec 22 T3S R68W 1/4 mile west of the South Platte, south side of Clear Creek. 1/4 mile
west of the Burlington
East 48th Avenue, Washington Street, East 44th Avenue, Broadway
Mar 2 1899 Webber, Emma J.
Feb 28 1900 Lenton, Charles J.
Mar 24 1900 Azpell, Thomas F.
Jun 16 1900 Converted to a station of Denver
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GLOBEVILLE / COLO.

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 GLOBEVILLE / COLO.
CI10P27.5

2 GLOBEVILLE / COLO.
CI10P27.5

3 GLOBEVILLE / COLO.
CI10P 28.5

February 12. 1898

Nov 15 1893

Hstp Not present

Feb 16 1895 Oct 12 1897

Hstp Cork; waffle grid; smudge; Target, 4-ring

Feb 12 1898 Sep 25 1899

Hstp Cork; Negative X-roads
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HARMAN

On March 2, 1882 Judge Edwin P. Harman platted Harman’s Subdivision on a 320 acre farm on
the north bank of Cherry Creek. The town was incorporated November 19, 1886. On February 20, 1895

Harman was annexed by the City of Denver.

Edwin P. Harmon was a lawyer from Mississippi who came to Denver following the Civil War.

With his brother Louis, they homesteaded south of the city.

Harmon developed as a residential section with a small business district. Today what was Harmon
remains as a mixed residential and commercial area just south of University Boulevard on the north edge
of the Cherry Creek Shopping Center.

The Cherry Hills Shopping Center now occupies most of what was the Harmon community.
There is additional commercial activity mixed with residences. The building, on the southeast corner of

East 3rd Avenue and Detroit Street was once the location of the Harmon Post Office.

Locations

1893 - Shumate, southwest corner 2nd Avenue

1898 - Detroit , southeast corner 3rd Avenue
1901 - East 3rd Avenue, southeast corner of Detroit
1903 - 2805 East 3rd Avenue

Chronology of the Post Office
Apr 13 1887 -— NW/4 Sec 12 T4S R68W
East 6th Avenue, Steele Street, East 1st Avenue, University Boulevard
Proposed postmaster - Francis Boot

Confirmed types of postal markings

1

2

3

Aug 16 1887 Established

Aug 16 1887 Boot, Francis

Nov 18 1887 Arthur, James W.

Mar 20 1894 Yaeger, John P.

May 25 1895 Michels, William H.

Apr 22 1898 Walker, James A.

Dec 21 1903 Ordered closed

Jan 15 1904 Discontinued Mail to Denver

HARMAN / COLO.
CI10P 27.0
HARMAN / COLO.
CI10P 28.0
HARMAN / COLO.
CI10P 29.0
HARMAN, / COLO. // R.F.D.
CI O0R 36.0x18.0

Jan 21 1892 Feb 21 1895
Hstp Cork; smudge; Target

Nov 11 1897 Nov 20 1897
Hstp Target, 4-ring

Aug 27 1900 Sep 22 1902
Dplx Grid, oval

Aug 51904
RFD 4 bars with 1
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1901 location of the Harman Post Office on the southeast corner of

East 3rd Avenue and Detroit
Photograph by William H. Bauer September 8, 2002

B, F- Dv

AUG 5 P.M.1903
HARMAN,
cOLO.
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HIGHLANDS

HARMAN / COLO. February 27, 1903

The early history of this post office is discussed under Highlandtown.
The Highlands community was bounded on the north by West 38th Avenue, on the east by Zuni

Street, on the south by West Colfax Avenue and on the west by Sheridan Boulevard.

27

Today the area is largely residential but it does include commercial districts along West Colfax
Avenue and Sheridan Avenue.

The Highlands independent post office was closed in 1897 and supplanted by a station of Denver.

The 1888 location was on the southeast corner of River Drive and Clay Street, now occupied by a
small business. The 1891 location was likely in the long, low, gray building on the southwest corner of
West 26th Avenue and Grove Street.

Locations 1888 - Front view - Crescent, southeast corner River Drive
1889 - 202 Crescent
1891 - 626 8th Street [now Grove Street]

Chronology of the Post Office

Oct 15 1884 Formerly named Highlandtown
Oct 15 1884 Stanchfield, Stephen D.
Apr 15 1886 Doyle, William
Feb 11 1887 --- SE/4 NE/4 Sec 32 T3S R68W
West 23rd Avenue, Interstate 25, West 20th Avenue, Clay Street
Feb 23 1888 Doyle, Mary A.
Jul 29 1889 Mannix, Frank P.
May 28 1891 Office made Presidential
Dec 16 1891 Mannix, Frank P. P&S
Jan 151896 McDowell, H. L. P&S
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Jun 24 1897 --- By a map; On west side of Boulevard F, second lot south of 26th Ave
West or Highlands Ave. Next street west is 8th St or Grove Street
Sep 18 1897 Cline, William M.
Nov 13 1897 Discontinued Papers to Denver To be made a station of Denver
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HIGHLAND / COLO. September 21, 1888

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 Highland / Arapahoe Co / Colo Jan 25 1886

MS Mscp Pencil inscription, with DENVER,COLO.
CDS and cork dated Jan 25 1886.

2 HIGHLANDS, / COLORADO. Feb 12 1886 Nov 22 1886
CI 20P 28.0/25.0 Hstp Fancy, positive star

3 HIGHLANDS (DOYLE, P.M.) COLORADO. Nov 23 1886 May 31 1887
CI 20P 32.0/29.0 Hstp Target, 4 ring 19mm

31 HIGHLAND / COLO. Sep 21 1888
CI10P 27.0 Hstp Bullseye, 3-ring, 17mm

4 HIGHLANDS / COLO. Nov 22 1889 Mar 17 1891
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring

5 HIGHLANDS / COLO. Sep 9 1891 Mar 8 1898
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; Negative X-roads; Smudge

6 HIGHLANDS / COLO. Mar 30 1896 Jan 18 1898
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; smudge; Negative X-roads
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HIGHLANDTOWN

At the same time as Auraria and Denver City were beginning to develop a third settlement, named
Highland arose on the west bank of the South Platte River. William H. Larimer, Jr. and D. C. Collier are
credited with staking out the town.

The settlement took the name of Highland, from the gradual and steady rise of the land from the
banks of the river.

In 1871 Horatio B. Pearce, a temperance advocate, platted the town of Highlands on his ranch.
Highland has been mentioned in a number of Colorado histories, but there is considerable confusion as to
when the community was incorporated and when it was annexed to Denver.

One reference states that Mr. Pearce petitioned the Territorial Legislature to incorporate the town
in 1875. That date has been used by other writers. Other sources state that Highland was incorporated on
November 15, 1885. Next in question is the date of annexation to Denver. Some sources state it was
done in August 1886, while others sources claim it did not take place until 1888 or even 1896.

Even though its location was advantageous, Highland was slow to develop; the lack of bridges
across the South Platte River being one reason. Eventually the community did grow and was considered
one of the premier residential districts of the area.

Not wanting to be part of what they considered a corrupt community, Highland residents resisted
efforts to consolidate with Denver. Finally, economic reality forced Highland to vote for annexation to
Denver.

This community has had several versions of its name. First was Highland. In 1883 when a post
office was approved it went by the name of Highlandtown. However, that was soon shortened to
Highlands. The latter name seems to have been the most popular with the residents.

The area of Highlandtown is now largely residential but most of the buildings appear to postdate
the early 1880’s post office. The most attractive of the older buildings are on the north side of West 28th
Avenue, west of Eliot Street.
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Chronology of the Post Office

May 23 1883 --- Sec 29 T3S R68W Sketch map puts it in SE/4 SE/4 Sec 29
West 29th Avenue, Zuni Street, West 26th Avenue, Clay Street

Jun 29 1883 Established

Jun 29 1883 Stanchfield, Stephen D.

Oct 15 1884 Name changed to Highlands

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 HIGHLANDTOWN, / COLORADO. Aug 10 1884
CI 20P 28.0/26.0 Hstp Not present

LORETTO

Loretto was the location of the Loretto Heights College a private Catholic institution.

The college is located just north of the town of Sheridan. There was no town or community with
the name of Loretto - just the college.

For many years the post office was located on the grounds of the college. Nuns working at the
college served as postmistresses during the years that it was an independent post office.

In 1966 the Loretto Post Office was converted to a station of Denver and subsequently was located
across Federal Boulevard from the college.

In 2003 the Loretto Contract Post Office had returned to the college administration building.
Locations 1896 - St. Mary Academy College Grounds

Chronology of the Post Office
Sep 51896 --- SE/4 NW/4 Sec 32 T4S R68W
Within grounds of present Loretto Heights College
Proposed postmaster - Catherine Noonin

Sep 28 1896 Established
Sep 28 1896 Noonin, Catharine
Mar 21914 --- E/4 Sec 32 T4S R68W 1-1/2 miles north of Bear Creek
Difficult to interpret. Probably within grounds of Loretto Heights College
Jul 10 1915 Eppler, Mildred C.
Mar 15 1927 --- NW/4 Sec 32 T4S R68W

West Yale Avenue, Federal Boulevard, West Dartmouth Avenue, South
Lowell Boulevard. Probably within grounds of Loretto Heights College

Oct 11 1927 Schaub, Constantia Acting

Jan 14 1928 Schaub, Constantia Appointed

Oct 61933 Skees, Sister Magdalene Acting

Feb 14 1934 Skees, Sister Magdalene Appointed

Mar 31 1934 Skees, Sister Magdalene Assumed charge
Oct 22 1941 --- NW/4 Sec 32 T4S R68W

West Yale Avenue, Federal Boulevard, West Dartmouth Avenue, South
Lowell Boulevard. Probably within grounds of Loretto Heights College
Jul 11944 Office made Presidential
Sep 11944 Skees, Sister Magdalene Appointed
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Confirmed types of postal markings

1

2

3

31

Dec 31 1944 Skees, Sister Magdalene Assumed charge

Oct 31 1950 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Assumed charge

Nov 31 1950 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Acting

Oct 8 1951 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Nominated

Oct 12 1951 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Confirmed

Oct 13 1951 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Appointed Presidential
Oct 13 1951 Colclazier, Sister Ellen 1. Commissioned

Aug 27 1965 Ziska, F. L. Clerk in charge

Feb 17 1966 Ordered closed

Mar 11 1966 Converted to Station of Denver

LORETTO / COLO.
CI10P 28.0
LORETTO, / COLO.
CI10P 32.0
LORETTO. / COLO.
CI10P 32.0
LORETTO. / COLO.
CI10P 33.0
LORETTO / COLO.
CI10P 32.0
LORETTO / COLO.
CI10P 30.0
LORETTO / COLO.
CI10P 20.0

Dec 41898 Feb 11 1908
Hstp Target, 4 ring 17mm

Mar 13 1909 Feb 51913
4bars S-25x14mm

Nov 51923
4bars S-??x??mm

Feb 15 1933 Sep 17 1940
4bars S-23x20mm

Feb 18 1941 Feb 15 1957
4bars S-24x18mm

Feb 10 1952 Jun 51960
Dplx Grid, diamond with 1

Sep 17 1958 Mar 5 1966

Mach 7 wavy lines
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LORETTO / COLO. December 4, 1898

LYMAN

Lyman is described as a railroad post office along the Burlington Railroad; however the Post
Office Department Geographic Site Location Report references the location to the Union Pacific Railroad.
Maps of the period 1884-1902 show Lyman in the same location as Sand Creek Junction.

Lyman was named for Joseph C. Lyman, the first postmaster.

The Site Location Report indicates that the Post Office Department was given a choice of names -
Elyria or Lyman. They chose Lyman. In 1895 the name of the post office was changed to Elyria.

The area developed as a mixed residential and commercial community. In 1902 Lyman, now
Elyria, was incorporated into the City and County of Denver.

Similar to Globeville, the original area known as Lyman is bisected by Interstate 70. North of
Interstate 70, there is a commercial district along Brighton Boulevard and East 47th Avenue. The
remainder of that area is residential housing. Railyards dominate the area south of the interstate.

The portion of High Street, in the block south of East 47th Avenue is typical of the area.

Location 1889 - Estes Street [now Race Street]

Chronology of the Post Office
Feb 19 1885 --- No report
Denver post office 2-3/4 miles southerly from site west, over 80 rods, from Union Pacific
East 48th Avenue, York Street, East 44th Avenue, Brighton Boulevard
Proposed postmaster - Joseph C. Lyman
Mar 2 1885 Established
Mar 2 1885 Lyman, Joseph C.
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LYMAN - Continued

Aug 13 1888 Meehan, Michael
Aug 9 1889 Lyman, Joseph C.
Sep 25 1893 McDermott, Andrew
Dec 29 1894 Schroers, Louis

Feb 15 1895 Moved to Elyria

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 LYMAN / COLO. Jan 26 1895
CI10P 27.0 Hstp Cork; smudge

MONTANA

In September 1858 a group of prospectors from Lawrence, Kansas led by John Easter, founded
Montana City on the east bank of Cherry Creek five miles south of where that stream joined with the
South Platte River. As many as twenty cabins were erected to provide winter quarters for the party.
Montana is Spanish and Latin meaning mountainous.

The Montana Town Company was organized with Josiah Hinman as president and W. J. Boyer as
secretary. The town with blocks, lots, streets and alleys was staked by William Hartley, a civil engineer.
The townsite was bounded by today’s West Iliff, South Delaware, West Evans and the South Platte River.

Montana City lasted less than a year before it was essentially abandoned. There are reports that
some or all of the buildings were moved to Denver City. A portion of the Lawrence party is credited with
establishing Denver City.

The site of the short-lived settlement of Montana is commemorated by a log cabin and
transplanted mine headframe in the north end of Grant-Frontier Park, accessed from West Evans Avenue
via Galapagos Street. Except for the park, this area along the South Platte River is largely undeveloped.
The area west of the river is the property of the Englewood Sanitation and Water System.

Chronology of the Post Office
No document filed under the Denver or Arapahoe County Geographic
Site Location Reports
West Evans Avenue, South Galapagos Street, West Harvard Avenue, South
Platte River, now within Frontier Park

Jan 18 1859 Established
Jan 18 1859 Griffith, David T.
Oct 11859 Discontinued

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 Montana K.T. / Cherry Creek Gold Mines Dec 30 1858
MS Mscp pen cancel, non-postal marking

AL

iy
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MONTCLAIR

Mathias Cochrane established Montclair in 1885, it was conceived as a Utopian suburb. The town
was incorporated in 1888. It was touted as living space for health and moral pleasure seekers.

The name Montclair was inspired by the magnificent mountain view from the location.

Baron Walter von Richthofen was the most famous inhabitant of Montclair. In Montclair he built
a castle-like home for his wife.

Montclair was incorporated October 5, 1888. When the City and County of Denver was created
on December 1, 1902, Montclair was one of the suburban communities annexed by Denver and included
in the new county.

At the turn of the century (1900) Montclair was that portion of Denver south of Montview
Boulevard and east of Colorado Boulevard. Today it is considered to be from Monaco Parkway to
Quebec Street between East Colfax Avenue and East 6th Avenue. It is bordered on the east by the city of
Aurora.

The 1910 address of the Montclair Post Office at 1438 Oneida Street is now the location of an
upholstery shop. It is next door to the Denver Fire Department Station Number 14, built in 1937.

Locations 1900 - East side Geneva Avenue between 14th and Colfax Avenue
1901-1904 - East side Geneva Avenue between East 14th Avenue and East Colfax
Avenue [Geneva Avenue is now Oneida Avenue]
1910 - 1438 Oneida

Chronology of the Post Office

Jul 3 1888 Established
Jul 3 1888 Cochrane, Matthew P.
Jul 16 1888 --- NE/4 Sec 5 T4S R67W

East Colfax Avenue, Quebec Street, East 11th Avenue, Monaco Parkway
Proposed postmaster - Matthew P. Cochrane
By sketch map, it is shown on the south side of Colfax Avenue

Nov 23 1893 Hurley, James T.

Nov 6 1894 Evans, John D.

Nov 20 1897 Woodward, Judith F.

Jul 16 1902 Hammond, Elizabeth

Dec 11 1907 Hammond, Elizabeth

Mar 31 1912 Converted to station of Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 MONTCLAIR, / COLO. May 8 1891
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Not Present

2 MONTCLAIR / COLO. Jan 71895 Mar 27 1897
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp No Killer

3 MONTCLAIR / COLO. Feb 18 1899
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Target, 4 ring

4 MONTCLAIR / COLO May 16 1900 Oct 8 1904
CI 10P 29.0 Dplx Grid, 9 bar oval

5.1 MONTCLAIR, / COLO. Nov 6 1905 Dec 20 1911
CI 10P 28.0 Doane Type 2 with 5; S-22x13mm

5.2 MONTCLAIR, / COLO. Dec 23 1910 Nov 8 1911
CI 10P 28.0 Doane Type 2 with 5, bars filled in; S-22x13mm

6 MONTCLAIR COLO / REC'D Dec 23 1910

CI10P 29.5 Hstp No killer
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MONTCLAIR - Continued

OAKES

On June 12, 1890 J. L. Oakes filed a plat for the town of Oakesdale. Oakesdale or Oakes, was
actually the northern portion of a larger community called Sullivan, which had been established in the fall

of 1889.

Oakes was named for J. L. Oakes and Sullivan was named for Dennis Sullivan. The railroad built
a coal bin, cattle chute, station, section house, bunkhouse and handcar shed. The station was called

Sullivan, but the post office was named Oakes.

Oakes was described as a growing dairy and poultry town in Arapahoe County on the Colorado

and Southern Railway - population 150.
Oakes was included in the City and County of Denver when it was created in 1902.

This area has recently been redeveloped with several large apartment buildings. There were still
(2003) a couple of older buildings on the east side of Syracuse Way, just south of East Harvard Avenue.

Location Site was on present Syracuse Way

Chronology of the Post Office

May 19 1890 --- NW/4 Sec 33 T4S R67W 1/4 mile west of Cherry Creek
On east side of track, 160 feet, now High Line Station - proposed Oakesdale
Vicinity of intersection of Uinta Street, Syracuse Way, and East Yale Avenue
Proposed postmaster - Mrs. Jennie Robinson
Jun 91890 Established
Jun 9 1890 Robinson, Jennie
Aug 28 1895 LaPaul, John W.
May 2 1898 Miller, Lyman W.
Apr 41902 Exline, John W.
Oct 11 1903 Marshall, Anthony D.
Apr 10 1905 Ordered closed
May 31 1905 Discontinued. Nail to Denver, RFD Capitol Hill Station
Confirmed types of postal markings
1 OAKES / COLO. Mar 23 1891
CI10P 27.0 Hstp Not present
2 OAKES, / COLO. Jul 25 1904

CI 10P 30.0 Doane Type 2 with 2, S-??x14mm
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OAKES — Continued

OVERLAND

The Overland Station of the Denver, South Park and Pacific Railroad was at milepost 6.00, south
of Denver. A community developed around the station. Adjacent to the community, Overland Park
began as a race track, exhibition and entertainment complex. It changed with the times, from a horse
track to an auto race track. There was a clubhouse with supporting facilities.

By the early 1920°s Overland Park had lost its luster and was closed. The City of Denver took
over the property with the intent of converting it to a facility for auto tourists, a pastime that was rapidly
gaining popularity. The clubhouse was remodeled into an assembly room, dining hall, laundry, soda
fountain and grocery. There was a filling station at the entrance to the park. Overland Park, dedicated on
August 18, 1922, had become a miniature city.

For a few years the operation was a success, but changing travel habits and the Depression years
turned Overland Park into a losing proposition.

In 1930 the clubhouse, camp and race track were razed and replaced by a nine-hole golf course. A
one-story clubhouse for the golf course was built on the foundations of the original clubhouse. In 1957
the golf course was expanded to eighteen holes and is still in operation.

The locations of the Overland Park Post Office that were along West Evans Avenue, are now in a
commercial district that includes some auto sales lots. The post office was at locations on both the
southeast and southwest corners of West Evans Avenue and Lipan Street.

The Overland Municipal Golf Course, north of West Evans Avenue, is open to the public and
there is a restaurant in the clubhouse.

Locations 1893 - Myrtle Avenue, southwest corner of South 10th Street
Now West Evans southwest corner of Lipan Street
1900 - West Evans between South 9th Street and South 10th Street
Now West Evans between south Mariposa Street and South Lipan Street
1901-1917 - West Evans between South 10th Street and South 11th Street
Now West Evans between South Lipan Street and South Jason Street

Chronology of the Post Office
Jan 26 1892 --- NE/4 Sec 28 T4S R68W 1/4 mile west of the Platte River
east side of railroad, 4 2 blocks west of county boundary
West Jewel Avenue, South Platte River, West Iliff Avenue, Osage Street
This area is immediately south of the Overland Park Municipal Golf Course
Proposed postmaster - Daniel R. Benedict

Apr 12 1892 Established

Apr 12 1892 Benedict, Daniel R.

Jan 29 1901 Dietz, John

Mar 30 1912 Thompson, Lulu M.

Feb 27 1914 --- NE/.4 Sec 28 T4S R68W 2-1/2 blocks west of the Platte river

east side of railroad, 4-1/2 blocks west of the county boundary
West Jewel Avenue, south Platte River, West Iliff Avenue, Osage Street
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OVERLAND - Continued
Aug 28 1915 Colglazier, Portia E. A.
Sep 6 1919 Carlton, James C.
Feb 14 1920 Discontinued Mail to Denver

\THIS SIDE 7S EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE ANDRESS.

OVERLAND / COLO. October 8, 1905

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 OVERLAND / COLO. Oct 16 1894 May 22 1918
CI 10P27.5 Hstp Target, 4-ring 17mm

2 OVERLAND / COLO. Oct 81905 Aug 16 1906
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring 17mm

3 OVERLAND, / COLO. Apr 10 1908 Apr 23 1914
CI10P 31.0 4bars P-25x14mm

4 OVERLAND. / COLO. Sep 3 1914 Dec 251914

CI10P 32.0 4bars S-25x20mm




38 THE COLORADO POSTAL ENCYCLOPEDIA
DENVER COUNTY

OVERLAND — Continued

SHEFFIELD

I have found almost no information about Sheffield. It is known that the name of the Sheffield
Post Office was changed to Denver Mills. The Post Office Department Geographical Site Location
Reports give the same location for both offices. There is only one report for Sheffield, which was altered
to be the initial report for Denver Mills.

Assuming there was no change in location, then Sheffield was at milepost 5.10 of the Denver,
South Park and Pacific Railway, 100 feet east of the tracks. The railroad station was named Manchester.

I have no information as to the source of the name Sheffield.

There is an historical mention of Sheffield having been platted on September 26, 1926. I do not
believe that was the Sheffield on the South Park Railway. It would be very odd to resurrect an old name
after more than thirty years and it is noted that the 1926 Sheffield was “east of Elyria.” Elyria was several
miles north and east of the 1891 Sheffield.

The area that was once known as Sheffield (later Denver Mills) is located south of West
Mississippi Avenue and to the east of Lipan Street and now consists of warehouses and small businesses.
There is some residential housing in the western portion of the area described by the Post Office
Department Geographical Site Location Report.

Chronology of the Post Office
Jan 71891 --- NE/4 Sec 21 T4S R68W On east side of South Park Railway,
100 feet from track, Manchester Station
Proposed postmaster - Mrs. Laura B. Thompson

Feb 25 1891 Established

Feb 25 1891 Thompson, Laura B

Dec 24 1891 Buell, Harry B.

Jan 20 1892 Name changed to Denver Mills

Confirmed types of postal markings
NO POSTMARKS HAVE BEEN REPORTED FROM SHEFFIELD

SOUTH DENVER

South Denver was more than a description. It was an organized and incorporated town. William
Hodgson established South Denver in 1874. On August 14, 1886 South Denver was incorporated
comprising an area bordered by Sixth Avenue and Cherry Creek on the north, Evans Avenue on the
South, University Boulevard on the East and Jason Street (Santa Fe drive) or the South Platte River on the
west,

On February 7, 1894 Denver assumed the $263,000 bonded indebtedness of South Denver and
took over its fire department and deteriorating water works. With that action, South Denver was officially
annexed by Denver.
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SOUTH DENVER - Continued

Phil Goodstein in South Denver Saga describes South Denver thusly: “Over the years South
Denver has managed to hold its own as an area offering a wide variety of residential, business and
entertainment experiences. It has been the site of Denver's main university, an industrial district, a row of
thriving retail shops, a couple of race tracks, a location of major Ku Klux Klan activity, a supposed slum,
a center of sex joints, and one of the most desirable residential sections of the Queen City of the
Mountains and Plains.”

Following the closure of the South Denver Independent Post Office the area was served by
Denver’s Station A. In 1899 the Station was renamed South Denver and there has been a South Denver
Station ever since.

Locations 1893 - 436 South Broadway - Parking lot on north of the Little Shanghai Restaurant [2003]
1900 - 11 Broadway - A large shopping mall [2003]
1903 - 266 South Broadway -A parking lot, car rental and car wash [2003]

Chronology of the Post Office
Nov 11 1889 --- SW/4 Sec 22 T4S R68W Appears to be on Broadway
West Mississippi Avenue, Jason Street, West Florida Avenue, Quivas Street
Proposed postmaster - John McLeod

Nov 20 1889 Established

Nov 20 1889 McLeod, John

Dec 23 1890 Gilbert, William A.

Sep 18 1891 Sargent, Eaton D.

Apr 14 1892 Bush, Azel W.

Aug 27 1894 Loetje, Edward C.

May 13 1896 Discontinued Mail to Denver Letter carrier service

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 SOUTH DENVER / COLO. Oct 16 1892 Mar 4 1893
CI10P 27.0 Hstp wide spaced "COLQO", Cork; smudge; Target, 4-ring
2 SOUTH DENVER / COLO. Aug 17 1894 May 25 1895
CI 10P 28.5 Hstp narrow spaced "COLO", Cork; smudge; Target, 4-ring

STOCKYARDS

Stockyards was not a community per se. It was the area encompassing the stockyards on the
northeast edge of Denver.

The post office was needed to provide mail services to the buyers and sellers of the livestock that
were passing through the stockyards.

Stockyards was an independent post office from 1898 to 1904 when it was converted to a station
of Denver. Status as a station was more appropriate for the Stockyards than was an independent
operation.

The post office was in the main administration building for the stockyards.
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STOCKYARDS - Continued
The large, four-story Stockyards administration building still stands. In 2003 it was being

extensively renovated. Access to the site is controlled, but a good view can be had from the corner of
East 48th Avenue and Lafayette Street.

Chronology of the Post Office
Mar 15 1898 --- NW/4 NE/4 NW/4 Sec 23 T3S R68W 1/4 mile east of the Platte river
Access to site is from East 47th Avenue - The Stockyards Administration Building

Proposed postmaster - Samuel Kurtz (?)

Apr 16 1898 Established

Apr 16 1898 Kurtz, Samuel

Jun 61903 Foulkes, Thomas

Dec 21 1903 Ordered closed

Jan 15 1904 Converted to a station of Denver

After 5 days, return to
THE COLORADO PACKING & PROVISION CO..
- DENVER, COLO.

se

C. 8. M{)Z"‘:r MM ape Co.

STOCKYARDS / COLO. May 12, 1899

Confirmed types of postal markings
1 STOCKYARDS / COLO. Apr 18 1899 Dec 23 1903
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Target, 4-ring 17mm
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UNIVERSITY PARK

University Park was platted in 1886 and encompassed a tract of land adjacent to the University of
Denver. In 1890 Sarah Evans and Watson Wesley built a store on the northwest corner of Evans and
Milwaukee. The general store was also the location of the University Park Post Office with Sarah Evans
as the initial postmaster.

The University Park Post Office was briefly closed during 1904, but reopened and operated to
1915 when it was converted to a station of Denver.

University Park is now an area of mixed residential and commercial activity, largely supporting
the nearby campus of Denver University. A residence now occupies the 1896-1901 location of the
University Park Post Office on the northeast corner of East Evans Avenue and Clayton Street. The 1906-
1915 location, on Milwaukee Street, just north of East Evans Avenue is a parking lot for an apartment
complex
Location 1896-1901 - South Detroit, northeast corner of East Evans Avenue

[Now Clayton street and East Evans Avenue]
1906-1915 - 2070 South Milwaukee

UNIVERSITY PARK / COLO. March 12, 1895

Chronology of the Post Office

Jun 4 1890 --- NW/4 Sec 25 T4S R68W 800 feet west of tracks
Buchtel Boulevard, St. Paul Street, East Iliff Avenue, South University Boulevard
Proposed postmaster - Sarah Augusta Evans

Jun 19 1890 Established

Jun 19 1890 Evans, Sarah A.

Mar 6 1901 Allen, James K. Appointment rescinded Nov 13 1901

Jun 19 1890 Evans, Sarah A.

Dec 21 1903 Ordered closed

Jan 15 1904 Discontinued Mail to Denver

May 18 1904

Re-established
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UNIVERSITY PARK - Continued
May 18 1904 Shattuck, Joseph C.
Jan 11912 Office made Presidential
Jan 12 1912 Shattuck, Joseph C.
Dec 31 1915 Converted to Station #39 of Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings

1

2

3

Unijversity Park, 0o/0.
AUG1 7 1904

UNIVERSITY PARK / COLO.
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp

UNIVERSITY PARK / COLO.
CI110P27.5

UNIVERSITY PARK / COLO.
CI10P 28.0

University Park, Colo.
SL 00R 39.0x12.0

UNIVERSITY PARK, / COLO.
CI10P 28.0

UNIVERSITY PARK, / COLO.
CI10P31.0

UNIVERSITY PARK, / COLO.
CI10P31.0

4

Jan 27 1891 Aug 16 1893
Hstp Target, 4 ring 14mm

Mar 12 1895 Oct 11 1895
Hstp Target, 4 ring 14mm

Jan 19 1897 Feb 9 1903
Hstp Cork; smudge

Aug 17 1904
Hstp No killer
colors - magenta

Jan 6 1905 Apr 24 1909
Doane Type 2 with 1, S-??x13

Apr 30 1908 Apr 11914
4bars S-24x13mm

Dec 23 1913 Nov 251913
4bars S-24x14mm
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VALVERDE

On July 17, 1882 Edward A. Reser platted Valverde for the Valverde Town and Investment
Company. Valverde was incorporated on September 29, 1892 and annexed to the ity of Denver on
December 1, 1902.

In Spanish, Valverde means “green valley.”

The Valverde town plat included the area west of the South Platte River to Zuni Street between
West 1st Avenue and West Exposition Avenue.

Locations 1898 - West Alameda Avenue, northeast corner South 8th Avenue
Now West Alameda, northeast corner of Cherry
1900 - 1208 Nevada
Now 1208 West Nevada Place - Materials and junk yard [2003]
1901-1906 - 1301 West Alameda Avenue - parking lot for a large auto dealership
South side of West Alameda Avenue, one-third of block west of Navajo Street.
Now a large auto sales lot

Chronology of the Post Office

Aug 26 1889 --- SE/4 Sec 9 T4S R68W 50 feet from Denver South Park & Pacific R.R., Valverde Flag
Station. South Platte River, West Alameda Avenue, Pecos Street

Oct 14 1889 Established

Oct 14 1889 Duncan, Thomas R.

May 16 1891 Hatch, Ira R.

Mar 13 1899 Hamilton, Samuel

May 11900 Thayer, Alanson

Feb 23 1901 Wilson, Lorenzo M.

Apr 61901 Whitmore, Clara

Oct 301901 Wilson, Lorenzo M.

May 11906 Dilliard, Edmund

Feb 29 1908 Discontinued Mail to Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 VALVERDE / COLO. Feb 9 1899 May 18 1900
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Target

2 VALVERDE / COLO. Mar 27 1907 Apr 11907
CI 10P 29.0 Dplx Grid, 9-bar oval

3 VALVERDE, / COLO. Jul 29 1907 Jan 13 1908

CI10P 32.0 4bars S-24x13mm
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VALVERDE — Continued

VALVERDE / COLO. May 18, 1900

VILLA PARK / VILLAPARK

Villa Park was a residential community developed in 1889 near Federal Boulevard and West
Colfax Avenue.

The post office name was originally two words - Villa Park. In 1895 the spelling was changed to
one word - Villapark. This was another of the name changes instituted by the Post Office Department to
simplify post office names around the country.

Villa Park was in the arca west of Federal Boulevard, between West 13th Avenue and West 8th
Avenue, extending westward to about Lowell Boulevard.

It is curious that the street locations for the Villa Park Post Office are east of the location of the
Villa Park Subdivision. All three are on old Colfax Avenue, south of the Colfax Avenue overpass and
south of INVESCO Field. One of the locations may have been where there is now a “garden” for a
restaurant and bar.

Locations 1891 - 23 Golden Avenue [now 23 West Colfax Avenue]
1893 - 401 Golden Avenue [now 401 West Colfax Avenue]
1896-1897 - 121 Golden Avenue [121 West Colfax Avenue]

Chronology of the Post Office
Jan 30 1890 --- NE/4 Sec 5 T4S R68W
West Colfax Avenue, South Platte River, West 10th Avenue, Federal Avenue
This is the area south of, and including, the new Invesco Mile-High Stadium
Proposed postmaster - Jennie M. Smith

Feb 15 1890 Established

Feb 15 1890 Smith, Jessie M.

Dec 20 1890 Wheeler, Mrs. Emma
Nov 24 1891 Smith, Jessie M

Jan 6 1892 Wheeler, Mrs. Emma

Mar 19 1892 Longfellow, Jonathan
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VILLAPARK - Continued
May 6 1895 Spelling changed to Villapark
May 6 1895 Littleton, Clarence
Jul 31897 Mozee, Mary D.
Jan 12 1900 Ferguson, John M.
Apr 20 1920 Discontinued Mail to Denver

Confirmed types of postal markings

1 VILLAPARK / COLO. Dec 151890 Aug 12 1892
CI 10P 27.0 Hstp Target 4-ring

2 VILLA PARK /COLO. Sep 28 1893 Dec 9 1897
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; smudge

3 VILLAPARK / COLO. Dec 16 1899

CI10P 28.0 Hstp Not present

45
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PART 2

POSTAL MARKINGS OF DENVER AND ITS STATIONS

There are numerous postal markings that have been used by the Denver Post Office and by its
various stations and branches. The sheer number of these markings make a normal chronological listing
cumbersome and difficult to use. Therefore I have chosen to treat the markings from Denver in a manner
different from the rest of the postmark listings in The Colorado Postal Encyclopedia.

Postal markings from the independent post offices in that area now in the City and County of
Denver are treated in the normal manner and included, in this chapter, with each post office as it is
discussed.

A further complication is that some of the branches and stations of Denver, such as Lakewood in
Jefferson County, are not within the boundaries of the City and County of Denver. Such affiliates are
included with Denver.

Several years back, I began publishing listings of the postmarks of the City and County of Denver.
That effort was not finished and since then many more markings came to my attention. Therefore, the
numbering scheme that I used at that time has been abandoned in favor of a new system.

The postmarks of Denver are listed according to the following outline.

(=]

Basic Postal Markings used by the Denver Post Office Page 47
Nineteenth Century Handstamped Postmarks Page 47
Duplex Postmarks Page 51
Post-nineteenth Century “stand alone” Single Circle Postmarks Page 56
Four Bar Postmarks Page 58
Machine Postmarks Page 61
Machine Postmarks with Attached Slogans Page 79
Continuous Roller Postmarks Page 114
Ink Jet Straight Line Postmarks Page 118
Modern Spray Postmarks Page 126
“Proof” Postmark Page 135
Denver General Mail Facility Page 135
3.0  U.S. Postal Service Designated Postmarks Page 138
4.0  Special Service and Auxiliary Markings used by the Denver Post Office Page 140
5.0  First Day of Issue and Second Day Postmarks from Denver Page 164
6.0  Postal Markings Used by the Named or Numbered Stations and Branches
of the Denver Post Office. Page 172
7.0  Pictorial and Other Postmarks used by Short Term, Special Commemorative
Stations Page 269
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1. BASIC POSTAL MARKINGS USED BY THE DENVER POST OFFICE

1.1 NINETEENTH CENTURY HANDSTAMPS

The following handstamped postal markings were used by the Denver Post Office during the
nineteenth century. Subsequent groups will describe the Duplex and Machine postmarks that were also
used in Denver during the nineteenth century.

It should be noted that many of these devices were individually hand cut from steel. It is likely
that more than one device of a given design was prepared. It is likely that there are minute, but
recognizable variations among such multiples. With the exception of the Denver, Colo. handstamps of
the late territorial and early statehood periods I have not made an attempt to differentiate such variations. I
leave that task to a future specialist.

Confirmed types of postal markings

1

DENVER / COL
CI10P 23.0

Mar 11866 Jan 24 1874
Hstp Cork; smudge; double grid; 4 Vs; Target 4-ring 18 mm
Color - blue

2 DENVER COLO. /REC'D Apr 3 187- Dec 27 187-
CI 00R 23.0 Hstp No killer
3 DENVER / COLO. Jun 30 1871 Aug 17 1872
CI 10P 25.0 Hstp Cork; Negative X-roads; positive star; smudge; 8-piece pie
4 DENVER / COLO. Aug 13 1872 Dec 14 1875
CI 10P 25.0 Hstp Cork; 8-piece pie; smudge; negative crossroads; double grid
5 DENVER/ COLO. May 19 1874 Oct 31 1874
CI 10P 26.0 Hstp Cork; Smudge; 8-piece pie; Negative crossroads; Negative L
6 DENVER/ COLO. Jan 28 1875 Jan 14 1876
CI 10P 26.0 Hstp Fancy, cork; Negative M with or without frame; Negative L
7 DENVER / COLO. Apr 19 1875 Jul 30 1875
CI 10P 26.0 Hstp Fancy, cork; Negative M without frame; Masonic
8 DENVER / COLO. Nov 16 1875 Apr 24 1879
CI 10P 25.5 Hstp Cork; Negative crossroads; Masonic
9 DENVER / COLO. Dec 14 1875 Dec 22 1888
CI 10P 25.5 Hstp Fancy, cork; Negative M without frame; Cork smudge
10 DENVER / COLO. Jul 51876 Nov 30 1879
CI 10P 25.5 Hstp Cork; Negative crossroads; Smudge; Grid 3 bars; Fancy, Cork,
Negative M without frame
11 DENVER / COLO. Jul -- 1876
CI10P 27.0 Hstp Cork; Negative crossroads
12 DENVER / COLO. Oct 20 1876 Nov 26 1882
CI10P 26.0 Hstp Fancy, Cork; Masonic; Cork: Smudge, 8-piece pie; circular
grid; negative crossroads
13 DENVER / COLO. Mar 6 1878 Oct 12 1880
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; Negative crossroads
14 DENVER / COLO. Feb 11881 Aug 24 1882
CI10P27.0 Hstp Cork; Fancy N; Smudge; Negative crossroads; split circle;
V cut from circle; square grid; double grid; framed square,
D in frame
15 DENVER / COLO. Nov 20 1882
CI 10P 30.0 Hstp No Kkiller, registry receipt card
16 DENVER / COL. Feb 23 1883 Oct 16 1883
CI10P 27.0 Hstp Cork; Negative crossroads; Double grid; Smudge
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1.1 NINETEENTH CENTURY HANDSTAMPS - Continued
17 DENVER / COLO. Apr 16 1886
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp No killer, Used as socked-on-the-nose to cancel and tie a bisected
1c stamp, Scott # 206, ""favor or philatelic use” as no 1/2c¢ rates
existed
18 DENVER Sep 21 1886
SL 00R 32.0x7.0 Hstp No Kkiller, Denver is hand-carved
19 DENVER / COLO. Jan 26 1886 Sep 12 1888
CI 10P 28.0 Hstp Cork; Smudge; Negative crossroads; Positive crossroads:
Positive D; Positive star
20 DENVER / COLO. Feb 3 1888 Nov 8 1888
CI10P27.0 Hstp 3.5 mm letters; Cork; Smudge; Negative crossroads
21 DENVER / COLO. Apr 29 1888 Nov 22 1888
CI 10P27.5 Hstp wide letters in COLO.; Cork; Smudge; Negative crossroads
22 Denver, Colo. O.K. Jun 18 1888
SL 00R ??2.?x4.0 Hstp No Kkiller, registered cover
23 DENVER / COLO. Nov 28 1887 Feb 25 1889
CI10P27.0 Hstp Cork; Smudge; Negative crossroads; 5-bar rectangular grid
colors - blue
24 DENVER / COLO. Mar 20 1889
CI10P 27.5 Hstp Cork; Smudge
25 DENVER, COLO. May 16 1889
SL 00R 37.0x5.0 Hstp No killer
26 DENVER, COLO. Nov 2 1899
SL 00R 34.0x11.0 Hstp No killer
27 DENVER, COLO Aug 71900
SL 00R 46.0x12.0 Hstp No killer
28 Denver, Colo. // J. C. Twombly, P.M. Oct 20 1900 Nov 3 1902
CI 10P 29.0 Hstp No killer
29 DENVER, COLO. // J. C. Twombly, P.M. Jan 31902 Feb 16 1904
CI 11P 30.0/18.0 Hstp No killer

colors - violet, purple, red.
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1.1 NINETEENTH CENTURY HANDSTAMPS — Continued

22

49
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1.1 NINETEENTH CENTURY HANDSTAMPS — Continued

Return to J, W. HORNER,
DENVEB, Colorado,
If not delivered within 10 days.

DENVER / COLO. June 12, 188- with “US” in partial circle killer

DENVER coLo. OENVER,coLO
DENVER, COLO. NOV o 1899 AG 7 1900

25 26 27
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1.2 DUPLEX POSTMARKS

This group of postal markings includes those devices that can be positively identified as a duplex
marking - the postmark and the killer attached. It does seem likely that some of the previously discussed
handstamps may have been intended to be used as a duplex marking, but were seldom if ever used as
intended. In addition, on occasion one of the duplex markings may have been used without its attached
killer.

The Duplex killers used by Denver all included a number within the killer. I have used that
number as a subscript to the basic type numbers. In some instances I assume that additional numbers
were used, but I have not seen and recorded examples.

Confirmed types of postal markings

60.1 DENVER/COLO. Nov 26 1883 Dec 17 1883
CI 10P 27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1
60.2 DENVER/COLO. Feb 23 1884 Mar 12 1884
CI 10P 27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2
61.1 DENVER/COLO. Mar 9 1884
CI 10P27.5 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1; Large, close spaced letters
62.2 DENVER/COLO. Feb 9 1884 Nov 11 1884
CI10P 28.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2; Small, wider spaced letters
63.2 DENVER/COLO Oct 27 1884 May 29 1885
CI10P27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2; Small letters
64.1 DENVER/COLO. Jun 2 1885 Dec 11 1885
CI10P27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1; Medium letters
65.1 DENVER/COLO. Nov 9 1888
CI10P27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1; Medium letters
65.2 DENVER/COLO. Jan 51888 Dec 17 1890
CI10P27.5 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2; Medium letters
66.1 DENVER.COLO Apr 9 1889 May 17 1893
CI 10P 25.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
66.2 DENVER. COLO Apr 28 1889 Aug 28 1889
CI 10P 25.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
67.1 DENVER, COLO Dec 11 1889 Feb 2 1891
CI 10P 25.5 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
68.1 DENVER,/COLO. Feb 10 1891 Jul 11892
CI 10P 25.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle, small letters
69.1 DENVER. COLO. Nov 27 1891 Oct 20 1892
CI 10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle, wide-spaced letters
69.2 DENVER. COLO. Feb 6 1892
CI10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle, wide-spaced letters
69.3 DENVER. COLO. Oct 25 1892
CI10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle, wide-spaced letters
[NOT AVAILABLE FOR ILLUSTRATION]
70.2 DENVER/COLO. Jan 13 1891 Apr 29 1892
CI 10P 25.5 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
70.3 DENVER/COLO. Apr 24 1891 May 21 1892
CI 10P 25.5 Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle
71.2 DENVER, COLO Oct 61892 Sep 8 1893
CI 10P 27.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle
72.1 DENVER, COLO. Jan 11894 Jan 29 1894
CI 10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
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DENVER COUNTY
1.2 DUPLEX POSTMARKS - Continued

72.2 DENVER, COLO. Mar 23 1893 Feb 8 1894

CI10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
72.3 DENVER, COLO Mar 16 1893 Dec 29 1893

CI 10P 24.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle
73.0 DENVER, COLO. Nov 2 1893 Jun 23 1895

CI 10P 25.0 Dplx Grid, Oval with ?, Poor strike, grid not clear

[GRID NOT ILLUSTRATED]
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1.2 DUPLEX POSTMARKS - Continued

73.2

73.3

74.1

74.2

751

76.1

76.2

77.1

77.3

78.3

78.4

78.5

79.1

80.1

80.2

80.3

DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 25.0

DENVER, COLO
CI10P 25.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 26.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 26.0
DENVER, COLO
CI10P 26.0

DENVER, COLO
CI10P 26.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 25.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P25.5
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P25.5

DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 25.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P27.5
DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 25.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI 10P 26.0

DENVER / COLO.

CI10P 26.0

DENVER / COLO.

CI10P 25.0

DENVER / COLO.

CI10P 27.0

Sep 8 1893 Aug 25 1894
Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
[NOT AVAILABLE FOR ILLUSTRATION]
Jul 151893 Apr 3 1894
Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle
Jun 25 1895
Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
Nov 6 1895
Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
Nov 6 1895
Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
[GRID NOT ILLUSTRATED]
Feb -- 1896 Jul 5 1899
Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle
Jul 14 1896 Dec 27 1897
Dplx Grid, Oval with 2, circle
Jun 27 1896 Jul 2 1899
Dplx Grid, Oval with 1, circle, larger letters
Aug 21896 Sep 3 1898
Dplx Grid, Oval with 3, circle, larger letters
[NOT AVAILABLE FOR ILLUSTRATION]
Jun 17 1904
Dplx Grid, oval with 3 and circle
Sep 61905
Dplx Grid, oval with 4 and circle
Mar 11 1908 Oct 17 1909
Dplx Grid, oval with 5 and circle
Oct 41922
Dplx Grid, oval with 1 and circle; 2-digit year
Dec 17 1929
Dplx Grid, oval with 1 and circle
Jul 51927
Dplx Grid, oval with 2 and circle
Sep 21933 Apr 31935
Dplx Grid, oval with 3 and circle
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1.2 DUPLEX POSTMARKS — Continued

80.4 DENVER/COLO. Jun 22 1917 May 12 1926

CI 10P 26.0 Dplx Grid, oval with 4 and circle
80.5 DENVER/COLO. Sep 28 1931 Apr 29 1932

CI10P 27.0 Dplx Grid, oval with circle and 5
80.6 DENVER/COLO. Nov 13 1927

CI 10P 27.0 Dplx Grid, oval with circle and 6

[NOT AVAILABLE FOR ILLUSTRATION]

81.1 DENVER,/COLO. May 22 1936 Sep 29 1936

CI10P30.0 Dplx Grid, oval with 1, no circle
81.3 DENVER/COLO. Jan 151938 May 9 1938

CI10P 30.0 Dplx Grid, oval with 3, no circle
82.3 DENVER/COLO. Sep 21 1936 Nov 2 1938

CI 10P 30.0 Dplx Grid, diamond with 3
82.6 DENVER/COLO. May 6 1941

CI 10P 30.0 Dplx Grid, diamond with 6
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1.3 POST-NINETEENTH CENTURY

DENVER COUNTY

“STAND ALONE” SINGLE CIRCLE POSTMARKS

devices were used with other markings that served special purposes.

Confirmed types of postal markings

130

DENVER, COLO.
CI10P 20.0

130.1 DENVER COLO.

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

151

152

CI 11P 31.0/22.0
DENVER, / COLO.
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, /COLO
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, / COLO.
CI10P 34.0
DENVER / COLO.

CI 11P 29.0/19.0
DENVER, COLO.
CI 11P 31.0/23.0
DENVER / COLO.
CI10P 35.0
DENVER. COLO.
CI 11P 35.0/27.0
DENVER / COLO.
CI10P 32.0
DENVER/CO
CI10P 31.0

DENVER, CO 80202 / USPO

CI 11P 30.0/21.0
DENVER, CO / 80202
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, CO /80202
CI10P 35.0
DENVER, CO / 80202
CI10P 31.0
DENVER, CO / 80202
CI10P32.5
DENVER, CO /80201
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, CO / 80202
CI10P 24.0
DENVER, CO /80266
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, CO /80266
CI10P 24.0
DENVER, CO / 80266
CI10P 32.0
DENVER, CO / 80231
CI10P 24.0
DENVER CO / 80204
CI10P 32.0

Feb 21 1903 Dec 25 1907

This group of postmarks consists of circular date stamps with no attached killers. Some of the

Hstp No Kkiller,This appears to be a machine cancel dial, used without
a killer on a registry receipt card

Oct 71918

Hstp No killer; used on C.O.D. form

Hstp No killer

Nov 14 1942

Nov 29 1946 Dec 10 1946

Hstp Denver Double line oval

Oct 24 1944

Hstp No killer, wide spaced letters

Hstp No killer
Hstp single line oval

Hstp No killer

Jul 13 1948 Sep 3 1954

May 11953 May 13 1955

Mar 10 1953

Jan 31956 Jul 18 1958

Hstp No Kkiller, single line oval

Nov 21966 Oct 51967

Hstp Second strike of cds

Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer
Hstp No killer

Hstp No Kkiller

Feb 26 1969

Sep 12 1974 Mar 3 1983

Jul 23 1977 Jun 13 1980

Apr 30 1982

Jun 11982

Aug 11988

Nov 27 1988

May 51989

Aug 11990

May 17 1991

Jul 61991 Aug 11991
Dec 12 1991

Jun 92001



